
 
Coffee@Work is bringing UK Coffee Week™ into workplaces!   
 
Coffee@Work provides an easy way for workplaces to get 
involved in UK Coffee Week by encouraging coffee and tea 
drinkers to donate a minimum of £1 for beverages made at 
work during the week.  100% of donations raised will go 
directly to Project Waterfall, the charitable initiative which is 
currently delivering sustainable clean water projects in African 
coffee-producing countries.   
 
Access to clean water is a basic human right yet millions of 
people live without it, seriously affecting their quality of life.  
Coffee@Work enables colleagues to unite, appreciate the need 
for clean water and give something back to countries that 
provide the coffee beans used for this daily fix. 
 
Remember, every donation counts!   
 
Coffee@Work, working to provide clean water to those in 
need 
 
 

 
UK Coffee Week, being held from 23-29 April 2012, provides a unique opportunity for coffee 
shops and suppliers to collaborate and celebrate the success of the coffee industry while giving 
back to African coffee-producing countries.  The week includes a nationwide programme of 
charitable collections, coffee shop activities and public events to raise money for Project 
Waterfall. 
 
Over 2,700 coffee shops participated in the inaugural UK Coffee Week and invited customers to 
donate 5p to the price of their coffee throughout the week.  In 2011, over £100,000 was raised 
and is currently making life-changing differences in Tanzanian communities in partnership with 
WaterAid, the service delivery provider. 

 
Businesses and organisations of all sizes are invited to participate in Coffee@Work.   



 
Tragically, 1 in 8 people worldwide do not have access to 
safe clean water.  In rural Africa, women and children 
spend several hours walking each day to fetch water for 
their families.  The real tragedy is that having spent so 
much time and effort reaching a water source, the water 
is often dirty, polluted and unsafe to drink. 
 
This daily burden prevents children from going to school 
and adults from working.  Worse still, diseases like 
diarrhoea and dysentery caused by unsafe water and 
poor sanitation result in the deaths of 4,000* children 
every day.  This is more than malaria, TB and HIV 
combined. 
 
Coffee production involves an enormous amount of clean 
water in bringing bean to cup.  Coffee@Work provides an 
opportunity for employees to actively support the vital 
work Project Waterfall is doing in the poorest and most 
marginalised African communities, and is a great way for 
companies to demonstrate their ethical values. 
 
  

 
Partaking in Coffee@Work is easy and workplaces will be supported every step of the way!    
Participating workplaces will receive: 
 
• Promotional material and creative ideas on how to encourage involvement within the 

workplace 
• Donation boxes  
• A dedicated donations page for online payment 
 
It is recommended that a workplace champion co-ordinates the fundraising initiative and invites 
those that drink hot beverages at work to donate £1 or another suitable amount. 
 
There are lots of additional ways to get staff involved in Coffee@Work.  For instance, workplaces 
could host special coffee or tea events like a ‘Tanzanian coffee tasting’ morning or a High Tea 
gathering where donations can be collected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Source: Adapted from World Health Organisation (WHO), “Safe Water, Better Health” 2008  

 

Fast fact: An espresso 
is around 95% water.  
Water is forced 
through finely ground 
coffee beans at high 
pressure (9 bar) to 
deliver that wonderful 
brown shot of coffee.  

 



Project Waterfall is currently providing some of the 
poorest and most marginalised communities in 
Tanzania’s Mbulu District with access to safe water, 
sanitation and hygiene.   
 
Tanzania is one of the poorest countries in the world and 
currently only 54% of its population has access to a clean 
safe water supply. 
 
Since commencing in April 2011, the project has already 
made a significant difference to the community.  Its 
major achievements include: 
 
• Improved access to safe and clean water to around 

900 people through the rehabilitation of 3 water 
points 

• A 50% reduction in the amount of time local women 
and children spend fetching water daily 

• Educational programmes for council staff and 
community members on how to use and maintain 
water facilities 

Visit: www.ukcoffeeweek.com 
Follow: www.twitter.com/ukcoffeeweek 
Like: www.facebook.com/ukcoffeeweek  
Contact: Lauren Morris, Programme Manager, +44 (0)20 7691 8846, lmorris@allegra.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of WaterAid 

 
100% of funds raised will go to support the clean water project in Tanzania.  A small  
amount can go a long way and make enormous differences to people’s lives.  Here are what 
different amounts could provide: 
 
• £50 could pay for a technician to train a village pump attendant for 3 days on pump 

maintenance 
• £175 could pay for a technician to install a hand pump to 10 metres or the cost of facilitating a 

community to acquire the land containing a legal water point 
• £250 could pay a technician to install a hand pump to 45 metres 
• £650 could pay for the cost of a plastic water tank of 10m3 capacity 
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